
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



[ 37 ] 



.mum ;h 



ji LETTER ^w W;ILLPM IvrOfiESWOltTrH, £/q; to 
ROBERT iPBRCEVAL, M. D. M. R. I^J. mnfermng fome 
GOLDEN AiSfTIQy& rNStRUMENtS/^/i&/^ in a Bog 
in the County of Armagh, 



Hoilcs^ftr?ct» 3^li l>e. 1 79 1. 
Deah Sir, 

Pursuant m youf defire a^4 :^Si^^<tf . Ae Prefident Read Jan. 2u 
aod fome of the Membecs f>f the Royal Iri|h i^cademy, I fend '^^'* 
you drawings of the AAtdqJie foftjnipients wh^^ 
in a bog in the county o^ Armgg^ a« . alfo a dleffriptlon.qf 
them, as nearly as I Mm abJ«^ w^th inllruments I had tf^« 
Jhonour of fhewij^ a fprtB^t ^ at the Academy. 

Tj3|Ei,R,ii2e« aiie the faaxysrji&feprefeated in the drawings : for, 
inord(»r toD^afee the dfawi^.^^^ were laid on the paper, and 
fcaryed a*.g;«idjea ta the p0nci,ij|^^aciiig out the lines, which were 
afterwards OEflsrefted and fiaif||e(J^ the originals Ibeing iftill in view. 
Yott will ohlerve, that one i^ j^cfe inflruments is perfed, but 
that.|Jiei,,p^ier |if»;^iililated an^^t^alcenj and in the operatioaof 
breaki%Jc, its forj^fcas jprobi^lj^ begn changed j for it Js pretty 
apparent that they were ori^nally intended for the fame ufe, 

therefore 
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therefore Mere mofl probably of the fame Ihape. It fecnis 
very hard to conjedlure as to the ufe they were applied ta» 
unlcfs it were for ornament on the wrifts of ikmie chieftain 
or high prieft, in like manner as rings are worn on the fingers, 
for there does not feem to be any other purpofe they are fit 
for ; and their formation feems much to favour this, inafmuch 
as their circle is not fixed to one fize, but it may be con- 
fidei-ably extended by compreffing the extreme parts of the 
limbs together, fo as to admit of the largeft fized hand to en- 
ter, and then the ring clofes by its own fpring, and fecures 
the inftrument from falling off, even from a fmall hand. — 
The two limbs being uniformly placed, £hew that their form 
was not accidental, and the bends at top are fo Ihort, that the 
gold would thereby have been broken, were they not given 
by the maker with the help of fire. One of the limbs of the 
perfeft one is graved by way of ornament, and it feems at 
top to be better finifhed than the other, and was probably worn 
outfide for the fake of the better appearance, as the ftone of 
a ring is placed moft in view on the finger. This inftrument 
fingly weighs goz. ipwt. \\S grs. troy. The other inftrument, 
as it appears, has been broken in two places, at or near the 
jun<5lion of the limbs to the circular part ; one of the limbs 
has been loft, or at leaft is not forthcoming ; but the other, 
though not joined in one piece, accompanies the circular part, 
and appears to have had at firft the fame Ihape as the limbs 
of the perfe<5l inftrument, but it has been diftorted by the 
violence of breaking it, or otherwifc Thofe two fragments 
weigh 402s. gpwt. 16 grs. therefore the whole together weigh 
\lb, I o». \2pwt. 32-^rx. troy, oi /olid gold, there not being 

any 
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any tube or hollow pafGng through either of the inftruments. 
Although the ring part of the broken one defcribes a fmaller 
circle than the other, it probably was originally at leaft as 
large, for the gold of it is rather thicker, and it feems to have 
been fqueezed and contra«fled by the compreflion of the per- 
fon who broke it. It is ornamented with fpiral threads in- 
dented, as reprefented in the drawing, but the limb is plain 
and fmooth. It may not poflibly be unworthy of remark, that 
the pointed ornamentSi graved on the limb of the perfeft in- 
ftrument, are nine in number, as they appear in view by the 
drawings, and there are alfb nine others iimilar, which pbint 
the contrary* way, and confequently not in view by the draw- 
ing, as only one fide is reprefented j the fpiral threads that go 
fcrew-iike round the ring of the broken inftrument are alfo 
nine in number, therefore this number nine feems to have 
been a favourite number, and poffibly had fome fuperftitiout 
fignification. 

The above is the beft conjedure I can form with refpeiSl 
to thoie inftruments. 

I am, dear Sif, 
With great regard and efteem, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant» 
Wm. MOLESWORTH. 

T^ DoSlor PercevaU 



